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has sound and correct views, is honest and patriotic, but
has not the tact, skill, and talent to wield the admin-
istrative power of the government to advantage in times
like these, with a factious majority in Congress against him.
The opposition, managed by wicked and unscrupulous
conspirators, aided by fanatics, has grown up on sectional
hate and become powerful, while the Administration, de-
voted to reconciliation and peace, has fallen away and
become feeble.

January 26, Tuesday. I sent yesterday a letter to Seward
returning a dispatch from Mr. Harvey, Minister to Lisbon.
In the dispatch the Minister denounces naval officers for
making purchases of Messrs. Abecassis, whom he vilifies
as Jews, adventurers, tavern-keepers, etc. The monopoly
of trade has been long previously enjoyed by certain Amer-
ican officials, who gave the trade to favored parties and
received therefor a high commission. The brothers Abe-
cassis made sales at less rates than those furnished by
the officials, and hence their offense. It was first said the
Abecassis could not sell coal at the rates charged without
cheating or unless it was a stock owned by Rebels. Now,
since we had so supplied ourselves from Abecassis, it is
said that coal can be bought cheaper. The Minister has,
patriotically or for some cause, taken upon himself the
supervision of the naval officers, and is violent against the
Jew interlopers who have disturbed old arrangements.

Admiral Farragut, Fleet Paymaster Bradford, Com-
modore Smith, and others speak highly of Abecassis; so
do the Portuguese Minister and others.

I have little confidence in Harvey, who was a mer-
cenary correspondent here prior to, and at the commence-
ment of, the Rebellion, a tool of Seward's who gave notice
to the Rebels of the expedition to Sumter, and had his
reward in the mission to Lisbon. His animosity and per-
sonal feeling betray themselves in his letter, and show
unusual interest in contracts for a Minister.